Generic evaluation questions for the Cascade strand

Evaluation questions will be chosen by projects to suit their own aims and evaluation processes, and will be more effective if contextualised (e.g. 'in this subject area', 'in this institutional context'). The aim of this generic list is to note questions of interest at programme level that the strand can contribute to answering.

Practice change

What are the main motivations for, and barriers to, the release and use of OERs?

How do we see practices and policies changing?

What kinds of expertise are most significant to changing practice? e.g. legal, technical, pedagogic, local (institutional/departmental)...

How are different means of sharing expertise effective? e.g. workshops, mentoring, shared workflows, documentation, guidance, CAMEL process...

Development/release issues

 What makes resources suitable for open release (with or without significant repurposing)?

What quality criteria should be applied to OERs?

Organisational/institutional issues

In what roles do we find OER advocates and how are they effecting change within institutions?

How do different institutions manifest 'OER readiness'? How does this change through engagement with a UK OER project?

How do cultures of OER release, adoption and use differ, e.g. between FE colleges and HEIs, between different kinds of institution?

What new capacities and expertise do partner colleges require? 

Cultural issues

How are existing academic/subject discipline cultures being challenged, strengthened, contested, changed etc through the availability of OERs?

Impact/benefits issues

What kinds of OERs do we see being adopted and re-used, and how?

How can OERs be integrated sustainably into curriculum processes?

In what ways are curriculum processes challenged/contested/changed through the use of OERs?

How does the use of OERs impact on (e.g.) student engagement? student autonomy? student grasp of the subject? Staff workload? Models of teaching/learning?

Impact questions need to be cross referenced with the work of the Bi funded project: Examination of the impact of OER use on teaching and learning.

Evidencing issues:

How can we demonstrate that expertise and practice have been shared?

How (working with the Bi project) can we best evidence impacts of OER use?

